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Jose and Maria their besta fiesta charro and china poblana costumes. 
This actual shot Carville patients taken the patio the hospital grounds. 


(See Fiesta Carville, page 12) 


- 
RAD 


Radiating the Light Truth Hansen’s Disease 


Published monthly, except July and August when published bi-monthly, patients the United States 
Marine Hospital, National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana 
The views expressed THE STAR are those the patients the Marine Hospital, Carville, Louisiana, and not 


those the Medical Staff except the case direct quotation. 
Subscription price $1.00 year. 
Address all communications THE STAR, CARVILLE, LOUISIANA. 


Entered second-class matter October 11, 1914, the post office Carville, La. 
under the Act March 1870. 


ANN PAGE . « « « « MANAGING EDITOR 
ALICE DESEL . « « « « « ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
REV. OLMSTEAD .... . ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
FRANK MANTELL . . « « « « « « BUSINESS MGR. 
T. MEDINA « « « « © «© © CIRCULATION MGR. 
J.P. HARRIS . «© «© PHOTOGRAPHY & ART 
ROLAND ROBERTS ... « PLANT SUPERINTENDENT 
PAUL JANG .. «© © © © © © FOREMAN 


Liaison Representative —Mrs. L.L. McCormick, Destrehan, Louisiana 
Table 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 
What the Doctors are Saying 


i 
i 
. 


“NATIONAL EMPLOY THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED WEEK” 


The Fifth Annual Observance “NATIONAL EMPLOY THE 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED set aside enactment Congress, 
will held October inclusive. The author this law Paul 


Strachan, President, American Federation the Physically Handicapped, 
Washington, D.C., who is, himself, per cent physically disabled, but who 
believes that handicapped chance, can perform multitude 
tasks well. There are 28,000,000 people our population who are, 
some degree, physically handicapped. 


During employers are especially urged look 
around their factories, stores, businesses. Jobs which handicapped can 
may well fit into their potential needs, and there are vacancies, then the 
State Employment Service should called and told the needs. 


The AFPH, which was responsible for putting this beneficent 
onto the books, also sponsor the National Leprosy Act (H.R. 5234). 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 


municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarel 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Mail 


This issue happens mark our 8th birthday. Perhaps are 
taking advantage this fact bringing you some the many, 
much-appreciated pats the back have received recent 
months. But they show that THE STAR has gone places and 
done things. get raps, too, and bring you some these 
future issue. 

Ed. 

appears that THE STAR has both social and medi- 

cal value, and deserves wide dissemination. 
Philip Butler, M.D. 
Belmont Hospital 
Worcester, Mass. 

THE STAR was placed our library graduate nurse and 
has been widely read and appreciated the student nurses while 
taking course communicable diseases. 

Alice Pelletaire, R.N. 
Educational Director 
Santa Clara County 
Hospital 
San Jose, Calif. 


have enjoyed reading THE STAR and greatly favor 
the term Hansen’s disease. now employ this term 
both “Pathology medical students and nurses. 
article Dr. Lendrum particularly appropriate and schol- 
arly. 


Arthur William Wright, M.D. 
Albany, New York 
can furnish reprints from Lendrum’s article. 
Ed. 


read THE STAR our Department Tulane and are en- 
thusiastic about the work the patients Carville this respect. 
have visited your offices and congratulate you your work. 

Sodeman, M.D. 
Chairman, Dept. Tropical Medicine 
University School Medicine 


have had for some tinie strong interest problems eman- 
cipating thought from the main varieties folklore that hold 
which leprosy case point. surprising and 
shocking examine the number myths their curious tenacity. 
one the truly basic problems that our society has, and 
admire very much THE STAR’s work attempting remove 
least one them. 

Herman, Ph.D. 
Dept. Psychology 


Louisiana State Uni 
Baton Rouge, La. niversity 
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THE STAR doing effective educational job whose final 
effect should more nearly normal lives for all those suffering 
from Hansen’s disease, preceded the necessary legislation. Con- 
gratulations the Sigma Delta Chi award. The journal certainly 
deserves it. 

Hodding Carter 

Editor Publisher 

The Delta Democrat-Times 
Greenville, Miss. 

Pulitzer Prize Winner Carter was present when the award was 
made LSU. 

Ed. 

pass THE STAR our Homemaker’s Club and then put 
our portable library, the Prince George’s County Bookmobile. 
travels all over our county nearby Maryland. 

Mrs. John Pluge 
Washington, D.C. 


not pretend have made detailed study 
although have always been interested the subject because 
its great social implications over such long historical period. 
have visited colonies the Philippines, Hawaii and the Orient. 
Although there are not likely many stories leprosy this 


area sure that many our staff will interested looking 
over the excellent publication you produce and ac- 
quaint themselves more specifically with the modern approach 
the disease. agree with you that the subject Hansen’s disease 
must better understood the public—just was tuberculosis— 
that sane factual approach might made. 

Jack Foster, Editor 

The Rocky Mountain 
Denver, Colo. 

The teachers and students this institution, well 
other patients all enjoy reading THE STAR. serves our most 
useful and ready reference for facts regarding our ailment our 
desperate fight liberalize our antiquated laws governing cegre- 
gation. 

Aguilar, Principal 
Mabine High School 
Eversley Childs Treatment 


Permission sought for the printing extracts THE 
STAR. have placed your paper every library 
Queensland. have also placed our Public Hospitals. 

Hinton, Secretary 
Relatives and Friends Association 


Mandaue, Cebu, Philippines 


Richer St. Toowong 
Brisbane, Australia 


THE STAR also goes countries other continents in- 
cluding Europe, Asia, Africa, South America, most our 
states and the District Columbia and Mexico and Canada. 

Ed. 


THE STAR one many exchanges our list but 
one read from cover cover each month. look forward THE 
STAR because its interesting and educational material. 

Edgar Wilson, Editor 
Sanaire Club 
Columbus, Ohio 

exchange papers with institutional publications and be- 

long the Associated Editors Tuberculosis Publications. 
Ed. 


THE STAR splendid, handsomely printed and with stirring 
contents. Alaska new country and expect Statehood within 
very few years. doubt there any law the Territorial Code 
covering Hansen’s disease, but whether not, have our own 
veterans and always incoming veterans, and eventually all our 
mouldy legislation must replaced forward looking laws. 
would not look well among oppressors. think you will pres- 
ently have other subscribers from this area. 

Helen Van Campen 
Fairbanks, Alaska 


was privilege for learn first hand THE 
work Hansen’s disease education throughout the United States. 
The accomplishments recent years furthering more en- 
lightened program for patients with Hansen’s disease are great 
part due your efforts and the efforts those individuals 
who have the disease have had it. There still much more 

Richard Lee, M.D. 
Assistant Health Executive 
Territory Hawaii 


THE STAR has large circulation Hawaii due sub- 
scription drive staged the Kalaupapa patients. also have 
subscribers the territories Puerto Rico, Canal Zone, Virgin 
Islands and Alaska. 

Ed. 


Send two subscriptions THE STAR. One copy wish 
keep own and the second copy will the Hospital 
thirty doctors and fifty nurses this base. be- 
lieve THE STAR will help educate these people. 

Lola Muir, O.T.R. 
Newport, 

THE STAR wonderful magazine. recognize its value 
educating people like myself who are ignorant regarding Han- 
sen’s disease. Therefore, plan submit for discussion the prog- 
ress made the treatment the Program Committee 
Club. 

Mrs. Zimmermann 
Malden, Mo. 

THE STAR NOW GOES Senior Medical Officers the 
U.S. Navy stationed the Trust Territory the Pacific Islands. 
These subscriptions were recently received from the Treasurer 
the Trust Territory. 

Ed. 
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the occasion our eighth anniversary 
like talk shop bit, reminiscing the past 
years including our humble beginning through 
encouragements and disappointments 
present time. 

When become discouraged something usu- 
ally happens buoy up—sometimes letter, 
newspaper magazine article. But none that 
materializes can always retrospect and feel 
proud what has been accomplished eight 
years hard work. 

The present STAR was conceived our edi- 
mind. During all the years had known 
him, each had heard him give forth why 
there should such publication. those pre- 
sulfone days there wasn’t enough surplus energy 
any care venture far into new fields 
endeavor. However, one August evening, just 
eight years ago, group was invited Wit’s 
End, Stanley’s cottage, where he, Joe and Tommy 
combined forces and almost before knew what 
had happened assignments were given out and the 
labor had begun. THE STAR was born Sep- 
tember, 1941. The first issue was called “good 
neighbor edition” with the American and Mexi- 
can flags the cover and featuring the Mexican 
Independence Day celebration held annually 
September 16. mimeographed those days, 
and there dime the treasury Stanley 
paid the postage send our friends. 

While had cash were rich friends. 
They came the rescue with sufficient subscrip- 
tions pay the postage for the next issues. 
THE STAR grew Stanley became insistent that 
print it. investigated what would cost from 
one printing firm another but the figures were 
invariably prohibitive. THE STAR staff decided 
that couldn’t have attractive printed pa- 
per, keep mimeographing. And mimeo- 
graph did, beginning with 300 copies month- 
ly, until the Grand Voiture Louisiana, 


THE STAR 


purchased for us, gift, printing equip- 
ment. The first printed issue (500 copies) came off 
the press June, 1914. thought had done 
pretty good job, but when look them now 
realize how very much had learn. There 
was one give instructions—we learned 
trial and error. The job press began 
printing was alright but very slow and our 
circulation grew became more difficult get 
the paper out it. 

the days mimeographing Roland Roberts, 
now charge the press room, did all the art 
work. operate print shop here you can’t 
just but must mechanic well. 
Roland, usually spotlessly clean, emerges many 
times looking like grease monkey but with 
gleam his eyes which tells that everything 
working should again. Harris has done 
all the photography, cartoons and created our 
masthead. here, there and everywhere with 
one his numerous cameras clicking and flash 
bulbs popping all over the place. 

Our greatest encouragement came 1943, when 
the National Forty and Eight adopted THE STAR 
one their projects. Here again friends had 
gone bat for and accomplished what amount- 
toa transfusion. The American Legion and 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliaries and other 
veterans’ organizations have spread information 
about our work and helped tremendously. 

Public relations, social welfare, personal and 
family problems have been handled through our 
offices while attending heavy correspondence 
and still editing the paper monthly. The majority 
were doing STAR work our leisure time 
but gotto the point where there wasn’t enough 
time left over for any rest. were obliged re- 
sign other government part-time positions accept 
ones THE STAR. (Seven part-time patient 
employees working with THE STAR are the 
government payroll.) 


GREW 


Assembly pages, folding and stapling done 


the press room 


Now, while our circulation not nearly 
would like (6,500 copies monthly) goes 
all over the world. spreads news the sulfones 
patients other countries, bringing hope 
them and sometimes heartbreaking letters 
asking can help secure the treatment for them. 
have improved much sulphone therapy 
that we'd like see everyone everywhere who 
needs the drugs receive them. don’t have 
mint money and find the cost operating con- 
stantly increasing. about all can keep 
out the red while continuing print THE 
STAR. There simply aren’t funds buy these 
drugs for patients overseas. 

the Promenade Nationale New York 
August, 1947, recommendation was adopted 
purchase new press, paper cutter and folding 
machine for the use THE STAR. This equip- 
ment was received time used for the June, 
issue. was paid for Voitures Locale and 
Grande, each contributing their share toward the 
purchase price. This equipment has simplified 
production and has enabled much neat- 
job. 

Our stitching machine was gift 
manufacturers Promin, and our proof press 
was purchased with contributions sent veterans’ 
groups. Our have all been gifts and 
they are use the greater part every day. The 
addressograph the property the hospital but 
have purchased all the supplies necessary 
keep operation. 

THE STAR has has our list 
friends. None are journalists and this has 
sometimes caused headaches and discouragements, 
but our group patients, realizing that there was 
tremendous job public enlightenment needed 


Addressing each copy, wrapping, tying and label- 


ing bundles for cities and states 
Hansen’s disease, set work what 
could about it. Today many our subscribers are 
doctors, nurses, medical and nursing schools and 


‘libraries. you think they aren’t interested you 


should see the deluge letters inquiry re- 
ceive when issue fails reach them time. 
have concluded that people are interested 
once the whole problem presented its true 
light and the more can reach the sooner the 
job will done. 


THE STAR, like has had its ups and 
downs. first twinkled upon the local horizon 
back about two months after became 
“inmate.” Its rebirth accounts for co- 
worker, Ann Page, referring “the present STAR” 
and prompts reminisce even farther back. 
(Very little prompting needed, best friends 
will tell you.) 

One thing certain, will not harp the 
“good old days.” was the chaulmoogra oil era, 
there was perforce much gloom and pessimism. 
lift the deadly boredom and combat the 
the use” inertia which seemed permeate 
the place, hit the idea intra-mural 
weekly paper. spoke David, ex-Marine 
who had been here since when the Gov- 
ernment took over from the State Louisiana. 
David thought was good idea but was skepti- 
cal the “rushing in.” Once got 
started, was enthusiastic and became co- 
editors THE STAR. (At that time this hos- 
pital was known Marine Hospital 66.) 


The late Dr. Denny, then M.O.C., contri- 
buted antique Corona which managed 
type copy. This was sent over Dr. Denny and 


THE STAR 


his clerical staff mimeographed it. had 
machine “this side the hedge.” 

About eight months later, Dr. Smith, then 
visited this hospital. was big event those 
days for one the Washington Brass come 
rare event for the patients catch even 
glimpse such Brass. But Dr. Smith dropped 
our so-called office compliment the paper 
and asked what could help. Shortly after- 
ward received new mimeograph. 

The pages THE STAR were filled with 
prize contests, reports social sports 
column, jokes with local flavor, mostly “ribs,” 
Sunday and holiday menus, and blush—advice 
the lovelorn. When there was news 
made it. The whole thing was strictly local, the 
kind paper our Director Community Activi- 
ties plugging for today. The old STAR also 
sponsored “country store nights” the movies, 
Little Theatre group, and other activities, chief 
which was the hospital’s first Reading Room. 

The little intra-mural sheet flourished until 
included some controversial articles. One its 
editors dared examine the status quo, announc- 
ing that the subject would dealt with thorough- 
series articles coming up. They never 
appeared. THE STAR went from weekly semi- 
monthly, then monthly, and finally 
lapsed. made abortive comeback fold- 
ing after four issues. 

feel that this brief resume has place 
the story our publication not only because 
was the embryo the present STAR, but 
launched the campaign for some the remedial 
measures have gained and others are still 
striving for. 

Our crusade against the use the odious word 
“leper” had its inception article prepared 
for THE STAR. The article clicked. Dr. 
Christian, Assistant Surgeon General and Editor 
the HOSPITAL NEWS, U.S. Public Health 
Service publication, not only reprinted “That 
Word (April, but prefaced urging 
its readers eliminate the word from their vocab- 
ularies. 

decade later, dispatch from Havana, 
Cuba, where the 5th International Leprosy Con- 
gress was meeting. brought the encouraging news 
that Perry Burgess, President the Leonard 
Wood Memorial and spokesman the Congress 
for the “present” STAR, had come through. The 
World Congress had adopted resolution recom- 
mending that the use the word “leper” desig- 


THE STAR 


checking one his cameras 


nate person with Hansen’s disease abolished. 
The Congress has done practically nothing im- 
plement its recommendation but its disapproval 
the word matter record. 

The U.S. Public Health Service recently stated 
that their “deliberate policy not use the 
word leper with regard patient” but, not long 
ago, discharge papers from this hospital branded 
the dischargee “P.H.S. Leper.” The obnox- 
ious phrase was discontinued when THE STAR 
called this “routine procedure” the attention 
the Administrative Office. Carville patient, tem- 
porarily hospitalized another U.S. Marine Hos- 
pital, wrote open letter THE STAR, telling 
the embarrassment the frequent use the “odi- 
ous word” there had caused him. The letter raised 
howl but—witness the now “deliberate policy.” 

THE STAR prevailed upon the late Dr. Faget 
open the gates general visitors. agreed the 
condition that THE STAR accept the responsibil- 
ity showing the visitors over the hospital. 
did. This long delayed action has already paid rich 
dividends spreading information and making 
friends for the hospital and the patients. 

far beyond its comparatively 
small circulation starting chain reactions 
lustrated the story told Elsie McCormick, 
nationally known writer. She read copy our 
paper the waiting room her office. 
Impressed, she decided then and there 
about Hansen’s disease. appeared 
COLLIER’S, was read millions and, turn, 
prompted the first nation-wide broadcast ever 
emanate from this hospital. 

The United Patients’ program, prepared 

Continued page 
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WHAT THE DOCTORS ARE SAYING 


“There reason why physician should not 
care for leprosy patients freely does those 
suffering from tuberculosis syphilis, though 
general, more precautions are needed with these 
other diseases.” 

The above striking statement appears Dr. 
McCoy’s “Leprosy Its Relation The 
Practicing Physician,” carried the New Orleans 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL (June, 
1919), published the Louisiana State Medical 
Society, Official Organ the District and Parish 
Medical Societies Louisiana. 

his article, Dr. McCoy explains the scientific 
basis for the new policy health officers general 
should accept and reviews diagnosis, treatment 
and isolation patients with disease. 
Dr. McCoy points out that the usually 
sometimes drastic, measures employed the past 
have not resulted any appreciable reduction 
the prevalence the disease. says, “It hoped 
that more intelligent approach may result 
bringing cases under medical care earlier and, 
the long run, more effective than the, measures 
generally use the present.” 

Discussing diagnosis, McCoy states, “The 
practicing physician will expected the 
alert recognize cases. experience (and 
has had about years experience—Ed.) there 
has been too much delay the recognition 
even clearly marked cases. This due sometimes 
the inherent difficulty diagnosis but chiefly 
the failure suspect leprosy.” 

Dr. McCoy recognizes the sulfones the treat- 
ment choice for Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. McCoy uncovered angle 
cussed among the patients when said, 
advised that the opinion experts law, pa- 
tient suffering from leprosy cannot required 
leave the state which citizen for any 
reason related his physical condition. state, 
however, can isolate the patient and take other 
measures that health authorities consider neces- 
sary.” Then from the patients’ point view Dr. 
McCoy hit the target with, “In fairness the 
patient, should told that admission the hos- 
pital (at Carville) much easier than release.” 

Dr. McCoy, Washington, C., retired from the 
Public Health Service after more than 
years duty which took him Hawaii from 
1912-16, where was director the Lepro- 
Investigation Station. one time during his 
service was charge the National Institute 


Health. After retiring from the 
headed the Department Preventive Medicine 
and Public Health, Louisiana State University 
School Medicine, for several years. Dr. McGoy 
has always been unusually progressive his atti- 
tude towards Hansen’s disease. fact many 
the changes policy regarding its management, 
being put into practice today, were advocated 
Dr. McCoy years ago. 

“Here Louisiana, there should more ade- 
quate facilities, staffed competent dermatolo- 
gists, strategic points, for the early diagnosis 
Hansen’s disease.” This vitally important sugges- 
tion was made Dr. Mengis, former direc- 
tor the St. Landry Parish Health Unit one 
his series articles dealing with public health, 
appearing the Opelousas, DAILY WORLD. 

Dr. Mengis gave his readers such authoritative 
information as, “The public should aware that 
the event case leprosy discovered their 
community, there less occasion for apprehension 
than had been case tuberculosis. 

“Further, person who has taken treatment and 
has been discharged from the hospital presents 
health hazard people with whom associates, 
and employers should not hesitate employ him.” 

The Opelousas Junior Chamber Commerce 
recently bestowed merit award Dr. Mengis 
for his service the Parish. THE STAR would 
like pin award Dr. Mengis, too. His wide- 
awake liberal views disease are simi- 
lar Dr. McCoy’s. Dr. Mengis never missed 
opportunity enlighten Louisiana about Hansen’s 
disease and regret his departure for Mississippi 
fill public health post there. However, 
almost certainty that Mississippi will now gain 
additional information Hansen’s. 


Baton Rouge 


Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


THE STAR 


| . 
} 
| 
} 
| 
} 
XN 
| 


JOHN BELL, PATIENT CRAFTSMAN 


Diphtheria toxoid, experimental treatment 
some years ago, did John Bell what did many 
other patients. Beginning the treatment with hopes 
high for recovery from Hansen’s disease, laid 
low and left its mark upon us. John says put him 
out for the count causing him spend several 
months the infirmary. Having lost much 
weight and strength became sure 
going get well that sent his carpenter tools 
home. Now, John was cabinet maker trade 
and giving hope ever being able the 
work again shattered his morale. was just too 
ill care what happened how soon. 

The medical staff decided that John should be- 
gin sulfone treatment. Diasone was prescribed 
and began swallowing the orange tablets 
matter routine and his amazement six 
months began feeling better. When six more 
months had elapsed sent for his tools. Now 
after three years Diasone has gained 
pounds and puts full day every week day 
his little shop, which his private business. 

When patient assigned room this hospi- 
tal, the same others. Linoleum floor 
covering, small ceiling fan, lavatory, clothescloset, 
Simmons metal bed, chifforobe, tables, straight 
chair and rocker. The essentials are there and 
neat. But when realize that shall probably 
spend several years want bring bit 
individuality and home into our surroundings. 
The first thing most want have 
our lavoratories enclosed with cabinet below 
and counter each side. When John has done 
that the corner looks much better begin 
planning the next improvement. cabinet take 
care electric hot plate, percolator, toaster, 


Bell hard work his shop 


Samples John Bell’s cabinet work 


cooking utensils and few dishes the next must. 
Was there ever person who didn’t enjoy snack 
dinner home for change instead eating 
the same place constantly. Congenial company, 
home cooking and lots good talk pleasant 
way spend evening. John’s cooking cabinets 
are neat, compact and yet they accomodate all 
our cooking and dining needs. says has 
made dozens them. 

Radios are necessary extra that almost every 
patient has purchased. John has built radio tables 
many designs and sizes for them. has also 
built radio tables that has sent friends and 
relatives gifts. 

Chests drawers are another piece that 
specializes and the one illustrated here 
example utilizing space the best possible 
manner. Books, magazines and whatnots occupy 
the side shelves while the drawers take care 
clothing. china closet above the cooking cab- 
inet this room, all with matching groove work. 

Having seen many attractive samples his 
handiwork, complete with scroll work, grooving 
and beading, expected see large shop, well 
equipped with power tools. was astonished when 
saw the small room with only minimum 
tools and not electric motor anywhere. 

work has such smooth finish that 
asked how did it. told that works 
with only cypress and plywood, hand rubbing the 
surfaces and finishing with Sherwin-Williams 
varnishes. takes infinite patience, elbow grease 
and great deal skill turn out such high 

(Continued page 15, column 
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EDITORIAL 


IT’S HIGH TIME 


editorial the Dallas (Texas) NEWS (July 
29, did effective job interpreting Edward 
Stagg’s United Press story the success 
the sulfone drugs treating Hansen’s disease 
Carville. 

The NEWS editorial voices meaningful chal- 
lenge with, “Those who make society, 
the home community, must face this latest triumph 
medical science over dread disease—and ad- 
just our thinking and feeling it. would 
appalling failure our part social beings 
could not match this physical victory with 
changed state mind and heart.” 

The Dallas NEWS one the most widely 
read newspapers the great state Texas. It’s 
editorial views are known arouse active reader 
response. 

Not long ago papers such the Dallas 
NEWS would not have bothered with the busi- 
ness promoting public understanding Han- 
sen’s disease. the subject were touched all, 
was the front page, sensational variety. But 
times are changing, and would misconceptions 
about so-called leprosy and social problems con- 
fronting patients nation-wide editorial cam- 
paign were launched. Editors are receptive au- 
thoritative information but trained public rela- 
tions man needed the job nationally. 


THE STAR tackles this mammoth job ona 
necessarily limited scale. For instance, when the 
editor the Minden (La.) HERALD (July 25, ‘49) 
wrote, “Having little bit socialism much like 
having little touch leprosy, always grows 
and feeds upon itself, and time consumes 
everything that stands its way,” THE STAR 
protested. Such analogy served only bait 
ignorance and inflame prejudice state where 
the disease endemic and where the many un- 
treated cases should encouraged seek sulfone 
treatment. Hansen’s disease devouring mon- 
ster. can arrested without crippling effects 
the new sulfone drugs are administered early. Edi- 
tor Smith promptly made honorable 
amend publishing our letter THE HERALD 
along with Dr. Lendrum’s “That Tragic 
Name one the most enlightening 
articles yet written this subject. 


CHALLENGING ERROR 
THE STAR adheres strongly the belief that 


“to permit error unchallenged partici- 


pate it.” realize, however, that our efforts 
are but drop the bucket because misinforma- 
tion leprosy frequently pops from almost 
every conceivable corner while the tyranny the 
word “leprosy” with its offensive connotation goes 
and on, nauseam. 

Here are some recent examples: Sports broad- 
caster Gorden McClenden told his vast radio au- 
dience, “If the Giants don’t win the third game 
the series, and Brooklyn wins three straight, when 
the Giants return the Polo Grounds, they will 
treated they had compound leprosy.” 
type? International Congress Committee Clas- 
sification take note.) Many the top-notch radio 
news commentators, some the soap operas and 
even the Army Recruiting Service have 
broadcast similar objectionable references. 

the sophisticated New Yorker magazine 
character one the stories remarked, “You 
That sort remark appears often stories both 
slicks and pulps, and the best news weeklies. 
The movies are not exempt. Johnny Belinda was 
the latest use this cutting remark. The connota- 
tion deeply embedded the language that 
even the comic strips make use it. 

From the pulpit—Catholic, Protestant, and Jew- 
ish—-come such statements this one from Rev. 
Elmer Piper, traveling evangelist: “Leprosy the 
Bible type sin, etc.” Or, Father Edward Car- 
dinal, Chicago: little prejudice like little 
white spot leprosy, spreads and devours the 
whole.” Or, Rabbi Bernard Cohen, Los Angeles: 
“To sow seeds distrust and discord time 
when unity purpose and effort are necessary 
the building peaceful prosperous world, 
guilty kind social leprosy which cor- 
rupts the moral fiber all who are seized that 
contagious disease.” 

not only the social stigma leprosy that 
radio, screen, press and pulpit foster, but not in- 
frequently these channels information actually 
give misinformation about the disease. 

story Esquire gave the impression that the 
disease readily communicable from 
wife vice versa, which, course, not true. 

FRONTIER DOCTOR, recent book Dr. 
Crumbine has this misleading statement “...an- 
other strange fact that this woman’s daughter 
did not develop the disease, had not done 
when left Kansas 1923.” statement this 
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kind sure give lay reader erroneous 
impression. “not strange” that the daughter 
person with Hansen’s disease, particularly 
non-endemic state such Kansas, did not con- 
tract the disease. she had. would have been 
the exception rather than the rule, There un- 
limited scientific evidence available. g., New 


York City about half the reported 131 


married and from these unions children were 
born. Not one these children acquired the dis- 
Also. case did the spouse contract the 
disease from either husband wife. 


IGNORANCE NOT BLISS 


Many the patients now here were mistreated 
before correct diagnosis was made. They tell 
going from doctor doctor with all the expense 
and anguish this incurs. Neither uncommon 
for disease patient mistreated 
after correct diagnosis, such the experience 
California patient whose doctor made her swear 
that she would not tell soul what she was suffer- 
ing from and that she must disappear, and kept 
repeating, “You know what the Bible says.” Pa- 
tients who have experienced such mistreatment 
know that this does more harm the spirit than 
harmful medicine does the body. 

The dischargee dares not reveal that was 
once Carville patient. There are innumerable 
instances where former patients, well qualified for 
jobs, could not get them their background were 
subterfuge lost their jobs 
later when employers found out they had been 
treated for “leprosy.” This unwarranted fear and 
powerful stigma has more than once extended 
healthy members the family who had relative 
Carville. 


The need for widespread, informational cam- 
paign Hansen’s disease painfully clear 
two counts. One, promote new and more ac- 
curate understanding the disease the public 
mind. Two, give doctors, nurses and schools 
medicine and nursing the latest information about 
diagnosis and treatment, and alert them the 
new social approach. Both counts are necessary 
humanitarian and public health grounds. 

Arrested cases are being discharged from Carville 
ever increasing numbers. It’s HIGH TIME the 
“changed state mind and heart” began appear. 


When sending checks money orders for subscription kindly make 
them payable THE STAR avoid difficulty cashing them. 


MRS. DAYRIES INTRODUCES 
GROUP CARVILLE 


Mrs. Hattie Dayries, East Baton Rouge Parish 
School Nurse, when off duty has two very special 
interests. friend hers said, “No matter what 
subject you are talking over with Hattie, she 
sure bring The American Legion Auxiliary 
Carville, both.” Her outstanding work the 
Auxiliary has brought about her re-election the 
presidency Baton Kouge’s Nicholson Unit. She 
great service Carville patients and always 
thinking new ways help. 

Here Mrs. Dayries (left) shown with three 
members the Louisiana State University Exten- 
sion Service: William Brown, Veteran Farmers’ 
Program; Mrs. Ruby Mire, Demonstration 
Agent charge 4-H club work; and Mrs. 
Daisy Lee Boyd, Associate Home Demonstration 
Agent. 

Mrs. Dayries brought the Extension 
Service group visit this hospital August Ist. 
After touring the hospital with Director Com- 
munity Activies Rickman, they called THE 
STAR office and then visited Cottage Grove 
the rear the hospital grounds where some 
the patients have private cottages. 

Mr. Brown handles veterans’ farm programs, 
especially chickens and vegetables. Mrs. Mire 
works with junior groups, giving individual guid- 
ance, especially arts and Mrs. Boyd works 
with organized groups interior decorating, 
cooking and gardening. Asa graduate nutritionist, 
she conducts demonstrations scientific cookery. 

This trio experts has generously offered 
make periodic trips this hospital for consulation 
and guidance home making. Cottagers who 
met the group are enthusiastic about the idea and 
hope that plans can worked out soon. 
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DUPLICATORY AND DECLARATORY 


OLMSTEAD 


The National Leprosy Act seems have little 
chance receiving definite action this session 
Congress. Nevertheless the hearings before the 
Senate sub committee May and the House sub- 
committee June have been fruitful bringing 
endorsement the bill and arousing the interest 
legislators who confessed the testimony made 
them think. 

Press and radio announcements focused public 
attention the hearings, and the appearance 
discharged Carville patient testify before con- 
gressional committees aroused enough human in- 
terest that was featured nation-wide radio 
program. The expert testimony Drs. Lichtwardt, 
Lendrum and Stollar added authority, while Sen- 
ator Claude Pepper justified his sponsorship 
the bill with strong speech showing his concern 
for the problem. All this the good, but much 
more needs done make the National Lep- 
rosy Act law. 

One the most important parts the Act, 
Title distinctly charges the Public Health Serv- 
ice with the duty preparing and disseminating 
pertinent facts concerning leprosy (Sec. 101). 
that whole subject the Federal Security Agency 
took exception their reply filed with the com- 
mittee, labeling “duplicatory declaratory 
present law and policy,” and citing sections 301, 
311, 313, 314, (c) and 315 the Public Health 
Service Act adequate support information- 
program such that contemplated Title 
Dr. Otis Anderson, Chief, Division Hospitals, 
said the same thing his testimony 
before the committee. 


study the sections indicated reveals that the 
has among other things responsibility for 
assisting public authorities research and investi- 
gation, enforcement quarantine, collection and 
compilation vital statistics, maintaining public 
health services, etc. Contrast now Sec. 101 the Na- 
tional Leprosy Act whose purpose stated the 
first line “to promote enlightened public opin- 
ion,” and further supported the provisions the 
section unfold, making the duty the 
“aid and foster the spirit tolerance and under- 
standing...as initial step the national fight 
against leprosy.” These words are not 

This the problem with leprosy viewed 
minister those who have the disease, 
estimated 5000 A.; relieve the unrea- 
sonable and widespread fear and the unwar- 


ranted stigma attaching it: make just one 
sible use its name any connection modern 
life shock cause one cringe for fear it, 
illustrations another part this issue do. 
accomplish that, the has already developed 
with the sulfones during the past eight years 
Carville significant advance the treatment 
leprosy. The Act now insists that the same 
organizaton take the lead acquainting every 
phase life the United States with the success 
their treatment and all the implications arising 
therefrom for obliterating the old fears and stigma. 

date the and S., while mak- 
ing many large contributions accord with their 
latest charter, have actually done little promote 
enlightened public opinion. Very occasional 
addresses officers, few musty tracts 
hidden away Washington, growing number 
visiting doctors, medical students, nurses shown 
over the Carville plant have done certain amount 
good. But the task only just begun. 

While ranking far below tuberculosis, cancer, 
venereal disease even polio the number 
persons actually affected, there disease which 
holds great terror leprosy over the people 
this country and the world. arrest the dis- 
ease those who have the one step re- 
moving that terror from those immediately con- 
cerned. How about the millions more whose fear 
prevents the return society those arrested? 
That situation not even considered those 
who claim present provisions are adequate. 

Not only the general public afraid; but 
many instances doctors and nurses also, because 
ignorant. Otherwise how explain that patients are 
sent from pillar post find correct diagnoses? 
Or, the army doctors who shrank from patient, 
and the doctors Washington, who were 
afraid two such patients (See THE STAR, July- 
1). Or, another doctor who was even 
afraid read THE STAR. Or, others who refused 
enter the room where leprosy patient was. 
The has had connection with this disease 
for many decades. should help medical men 
get right attitudes toward it. 

For all these reasons the case for duplication 
present laws and their adequacy provide 
informational program cannot stand. The Nation- 
Leprosy Act essential today. 
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MISSIONARIES ROUTE AFRICA STUDY CARVILLE 


youthful Dutch-born physician and his at- 
tractive bride year, former Atlanta, girl, 
are giving promising professional careers the 
United States serve medical missionaries 
people with Hansen’s disease the Cameroun 
Territory French West Africa. 


Dr. and Mrs. Van Weele observing work here 


Neither Dr. Marinus Van Weele, who recently 
completed his internship St. John’s Hospital, 
Brooklyn, and theological course Drew Sem- 
inary, nor Mrs. Van Weele, graduate occupa- 
tional therapist, had ever seen patient with Han- 
sen’s disease until they arrived the National 
Leprosarium August study the latest methods 
treatment. Here for several weeks the Van 
Weeles were and out clinics and laboratories 
preparation for their work. 

Dr. Van Weele said, “We could not have had 
more cordial reception more instructive visit. 
What have learned here will immense 
value when reach our destination, the Presby- 
terian Mission station Elat the Cameroun. 
the area its Central Hospital there are four lep- 
rosaria with 1,352 patients whom shall care for.” 

AMERICAN 

said that two per cent the population 
the Cameroons has Hansen’s disease. The Amer- 
ican Mission has carried work there since the 
early Dr. Kellersberger, its general 
secretary, interested Dr. Van Weele the Cam- 
eroun station and the Mission paying his ex- 
penses and salary. Dr. Van Weele hopes eventu- 
ally become Medical Secretary for the 
American Mission. 

Mrs. Van Weele will contribute crafts teach- 
ing, primarily handweaving. and plans take 
collapsible handloom with her. botanist, gradu- 
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ate the University Georgia, Mrs. Van Weele 
was WAVE the recent war, serving me- 
terologist and until her marriage was with the 
Department Agriculture. 

The versatile Van Weeles, however, will not 
able get down work until they learn the 
Bulu language the simple Bantu tribes they 
will serve, and before that they will have learn 
French. They will sail early September for 
Paris where they will study language for about 
year, and then the Cameroons. 

Once the Cameroos were spoken the white 
man’s graveyard where sixty per cent the mis- 
sionaries died African diseases, but “conditions 
have changed,” said Dr. Van Weele. The territory 
modernized, well equipped with railway and 
wireless systems and hygiene has markedly im- 
proved. 

Elat there staff five doctors and one 
dentist. Dr. Van Weele credits much the pro- 
gress that has been made the work the man 
who founded the Central Hospital Elat. 
Dr. Hyman Weber, who retired after years 
missionary service Africa and now lives 
Orlando, Fla. 

PIONEER DOCTOR 

The STAR staff was privileged meet Dr. 
Weber and his wife, Mrs. Lillian Washer Weber, 
when they visited Carville few months ago. Dr. 
Weber remarkable man, still vigorous 
years. holds degrees medicine, dentistry and 
science. 1934 Dr. Weber was awarded the 
French Legion Honor for his work with Han- 
sen’s disease. told about his early days 


* 


the Cameroons, back 1902, when had strip 
bark from the trees for the siding small shel- 
ter and make crude operating table and dentist 
stool from boards. talked the Presbyterian 
Continued page 


FIESTA CARVILLE 


What promises the besta fiesta ever staged 
Carville will take place the evening Fri- 
day, September 16, when the members the 
Mexican Social Club are hosts their fellow pa- 
tients and other amigos the annual observance 
Mexican Independence Day. 

“The South’s Favorite,” Tony Almerico and his 
orchestra New Orleans, will play for the baile 
(dance) the ball room which will decked 
out gay colors for the occasion. The Star Span- 
gled Banner and the Mexican National Anthem 
will open the program. The entertainment plan- 
ned has real south-of-the-border flavor and 
course there will refreshments. 

Adding note special interest the occasian 
will delegation from New Orleans’ famous 
International House, headed its president, 
Lloyd Cobb. Charles Nutter, managing director, 
Vaughn Bryant, publicity director, International 
House, and many other out-of-town guests will 
present. The Mexican Consul New Orleans, 
Mr. Rafael Jimenez Castro, and his staff have been 
invited. 

good friends, Mrs. John Tims Jr. 
and Mr. Andres Horcasitas, New Orleans, are co- 
operating with Manuel Oropeza, President the 
Mexican Social Club, the arrangements. Mr. 
Horcasitas, prominent Latin-American affairs, 
sending some sound films old Mexico 
shown here September 15. 

Dieciseis commemorates the liberation Mexi- 
from Spain September 16, 1810. Miguel Hi- 
dalgo Costilla, aged priest, rang his bell 
the night September 15, calling his people 
arms and the next day the Independence Mexi- 
was signed. 

Carville’s Mexican Social Club was organized 
February 1930, Fred Gonzalez and Tony Pa- 
checo. The purpose this Club promote 
friendliness, comradeship and mutual helpfulness 
among its members and celebrate the Mexican 
national holiday high percentage the patients 
this hospital are natives Mexican ancestry. 
The boys are active community affairs and local 
drives for national and patriotic benefits. 


doff our sombreros you nuestros amigos 
del Club Mexico Social! 


NOTICE 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR 
difficulty cashing them. 


THE STAR AND HOW GREW 
(Continued from page 

members THE STAR staff, and submitted 
the U.P. the Surgeon Advisory Com- 
mittee paved the way for number progressive 
changes such the month’s vacation and the 
modification the discharge system. recent 
months THE STAR staff, working with Patients’ 
Federation committee, has handled heavy corre- 
spondence connection with the National Lep- 
rosy Act and lined witnesses appear the 
through. 

the community service side THE STAR 
sponsors such projects reader for the blind 
men patients, seamstress for the crippled women 
patients, telephone fund call homefolks, sup- 
plies radios those who cannot afford them, and 
host annual Community Christmas Party. 
These are only few our local activities, none 
which would possible did not have the 
generous support many individuals, groups and 
organizations. 

point with pride the Club Lounge, pro- 
ject initiated our Voiture and 
carried successful conclusion under the spon- 
sorship THE STAR, working with Mrs. John 
Tims New Orleans. With the American Le- 
gion, THE STAR played its part securing the 
right for the patients vote, and 
sub-station. 

social service, have run the gamut from 
locating lost foster-son for one patient, ar- 
ranging for surgery and hospitalization for the 
wife another. Such services 
through THE tireless liaison officer, Mrs. 
L.L. (Steve) McCormick. short, through the 
years, THE STAR has tried what the 
H.S. now proposes professional basis. 

times THE STAR has seemed burden 
the small staff faithful workers who have hitch- 
their wagon it. The discouragements, the dis- 
appointments, misunderstandings and lukewarm 
support, even opposition, have more than once 
cast into deep purple moods and made think 
the prophets old who were “not without 
honor, save their own country.” Has all been 
worth-while? When review mentally the 
changes which THE STAR has helped bring 
about doubt remains our minds. With our 
heads bloody and almost unbowed renew our 
determination (thanks the blessings sulfone 
therapy) keep THE STAR shining. 
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AMERICAN LEGION ACTIVITIES 


While Baton Rouge attend the Louisiana 
Department Convention the American Legion 
Auxiliary the weekend July 16, five charming 
ladies came visit Legionnaires and Auxiliary 
members hospitalized here: Mrs. Breaux, 
Beaumont, member the National Re- 
habilitation Committee; Mrs. Jenkins, 
Shreveport; Mrs. Eli Bennett, Little Rock, Ark., 
Vice-President, Southern Division; Mrs. Myrtle 
Lawless, Alexandria, La. and Mrs. Arthur 
Shreveport. They are here pictured chatting 
the Club Lounge. 


Mrs. Willis Reed, Venita, Oklahoma, Nation- 
Americanism Chairman the Auxiliary wrote 
for information for talk given before 
the Oklahoma Department Legion and Auxiliary 
Convention. 

the data furnished included article 
written 1935 for the “American Legion Month- 
ly” Sam Jones. Reed commented, “It 
was through Mr. Jones that first became inter- 
ested Carville. listened him talk while 
train enroute the National Convention held 
Portland, Oregon, some years ago.” 


The newly elected Louisiana Department Pre- 
sident the American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. 
Ethel Primrose, Lake Charles, was honor guest 
speaker the Day ceremonies 
held here August under the auspices the 
local Auxiliary Unit. 

Mrs. Primrose was presented orchid (cut 
next column) Aline Stribbling, President the 
Unit. the orchid Mrs. Primrose said: shall 
always remember this lovely orchid the first 
one I’ve ever received. first thought would 
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press but decided make into pillow cor- 
sage for lady who quite ill. She has never re- 
ceived orchid either.” 

Percy Lemoine, Baton Rouge, Sixth District Le- 
gion Commander, Mrs. Beulah Tisdale, Sixth 
District Auxiliary President, and large group 
visitors joined with patients and personnel the 
celebration. 


August there was official joint installa- 
tion Post and Unit officers. Percy Lemoine and 
Mrs. Beulah Tisdale returned Carville install 
Ray Wood, Commander Marine Hospital Post 
188, Aline Stribbling, President the Unit, and 
other officers. Many guests were present for the 
installation and later supper was served mem- 
bers and their friends the ladies Nicholson 
Unit 38, Baton Rouge, and St. Gabriel Unit 277. 

One Mrs. Primrose’s innovations Depart- 
ment President was the appointment Mrs. 
Adrian Buzby Shreveport chairman new 
Auxiliary committee bring information 
Hansen’s disease before the people Louisiana. 
August Mrs. Buzby visited Carville with the 
Carville Chairman, Mrs. (Steve) 
McCormick Destrehan and Mrs. Arthur 
Jefferson discuss arrangements for 
the prosposed educational program. 


Governor Dan Garvey Arizona with Mrs. 
Garvey and Mayor Nicholas Udall Phoenix 
were among the distinguished guests July 
banquet Phoenix, when the honor guest, Mrs. 
Josephine Jeths, Chicago, National Commander 
the DAV Auxiliary, spoke about Carville and 
her visit here last April. She urged the Arizona 
DAV and others continue their support the 
informational program Hansen’s disease 


HAPPY 


With gratitude and deep affection for its Editor 
and his co-workers, proud able say 
was the first person placed upon the free list 
the baby STAR, which arose from the ashes 
the old one eight years ago this month. 

Each month since then have read from cover 
cover STAR and feel competent 
assess just how and for what has stood. one 
could judge age what has been accomplished 
for great good great numbers, THE STAR 
should instead years old this month. 

think THE STAR sort Jack, The 
Giant Killer. It’s fight has been noble against 
Hydra-headed monster, monster whose heads 
were Ignorance, Fear, Superstition and Injustice. 
One one THE STAR has fought these monsters 
and slowly but surely they are being overcome 
that “Light Truth” spread the distant corners 
this globe. has brought and bringing each 
month enlightenment the ignorant, destruction 
baseless and stupid fears, facts destroy super- 
stitions and annihilation amelioration the 
bitter injustices under which persons who have 
contracted Hansen’s disease have suffered from 
Biblical days. 

THE STAR has brought hope where none was; 
has given courage the almost defeated; has 
waged educational campaign the widest 
scope. Already, one who has known and loved 
Carville for all the years since the new STAR 
began publication, what has accomplished ma- 
terially marvel. 

There bill before our U.S. Congress which, 
when passed, will away with most the in- 
justices Hansen’s disease patients have had en- 
dure, and have endured, with noble patience. 
afraid they would have had continue 
this state Job-like patience had not THE STAR 
blazed with righteous wrath and started fires un- 
der the legal minds and medical profession. 

Happy Birthday the dear STAR and all 
beloved friends who combine publish one 
our most valuable modern magazines—God 
bless you all! 

Florence Cope Maurice 
New Orleans, La. 


Compliments 


ALBERT MAAS, JR. 


Baton Rouge, La., 


Who enthusiastically endorses our educational campaign 


AROUND THE CORNER 
Thomas Rickman, Jr. 
Director, Community Activities 

“My Kingdom for horse” —merely trifle. But 
for the want shampoo bowl, beauty salon 
was lost, almost! The long missing bowl, lost 
transit has arrived and plumbers, painters and 
plasterers went busily work Tuesday follow- 
ing Labor Day. press time approaches, the new 
dryer, beautiator, chairs, cabinets, mirrors, etc., 
are being moved into place and you 
are “open for business.” 

Our Boy Scout Troop has been busy scrubbing 
tents. cleaning mess kits, and other scout equip- 
ment preparatory program for the 
coming months. Mr. Ralph Wilson, Recreation 
Supervisor, has been conference with District 
Scout Officials. Additional handbooks have stimu- 
lated troop members study for further advance- 
ment. camp site and this fall 
week-end hikes with over-night camping will pro- 
vide opportunity for troop members pass addi- 
tional scouting tests. 

Stanley Stein been advocating establish- 
ment special Sound Room. Plans have ma- 
terialized now for room the recreation build- 
ing. will equipped with record player, re- 
cord albums and library talking books. Here 
patients may select talking books record 
album music for loan the same basis 
books the patients’ library. 

Labor Day proved busy day. Bicycle 
races, sack races, tug war and other field ev- 
ents were followed supper under the Oaks. 
night softball game completed the celebration pro- 
gram. 


Compliments 


LOUQUE 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Who enthusiastically endorses our educational campaign 


LOUIS CARVILLE, 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 
CONVENIENT COURTEOUS SERVICE 


Carville, Louisiana 
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JOHN BELL, PATIENT CRAFTSMAN 
(Continued from page 
quality work. 

asked power tools wouldn’t help and 
said some them, they could secured 
work direct would great help but 
nothing could replace the tedious handrubbing 
process for truly smooth finish. All his lumber 
and hardware purchased from Baton Rouge and 
are his varnishes, stains, sandpaper, etc. 

“How you this bead and groove 
asked. picked rabbet plane and answered, 
“With this.” had certainly thought that was done 
machinery. “Well, John, how you get this 
scroll work done evenly?” “By cutting with 
coping saw”, said, and held what looked 
like ordinary hack saw. 

How does one have the patience such slow 
work, wondered, and must have known 
what was thinking for said, “You see, like 
this. person can spend his time doing some- 
thing worthwhile can waste his time with 
something prefer busy making nice 
furniture. There always sale for each piece.” 
That wholesome line reasoning and with 
his mind and hands occupied and his body receiv- 
ing the wonderful sulfone drugs why shouldn’t 
John Bell show the marked improvement health 
that have witnessed? 


A.P, 


MISSIONARIES ROUTE AFRICA 
STUDY CARVILLE (Continued from page 
Mission Board into giving $50,000 for hospital 
Elat and got help from the American Mission 
establish leprosarium. The nationals them- 
selves put brick buildings for the hospital 
and brick buildings for the leprosarium. 


All other Mission stations the Cameroons 
depended Dr. Weber’s Central Hospital 
Elat treat their missionary personnel any be- 
came ill. Some traveled far 2,000 miles. That 
was how Dr. Weber met his present wife. 1934 
she was sent his hospital patient. Later Dr. 
Weber’s wife died, and returned the United 
States. The doctor met his ex-patient again 
Brooklyn and later they married. 

Mrs. Lillian Washer Weber trained Moody 
Bible institute. Widowed 1927, she took her 
young son with her when she went Africa 
missionary. now returning Africa 
with wife and little daughter missionary 
work. 
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TRIP THIS HOSPITAL--PRIZE! 

The winner national essay contest spon- 
sored the American Leprosy Mission, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, will not receive trip the 
North Pole some lush tropical isle but will 
awarded something new under the sun the 
way travel this U.S. Marine 
Hospital. 

The subject the essay contest “Five Reasons 
for Leprosy Missions.” Entries may 1,000 
1,500 words length and must postmarked 
not later than October and mailed the Mission. 
clusive living continental United States. The 
essay contest feature National Leprosy Mis- 
sions Week Prayer, October through 16. 


STAFF CHANGES 


Mr. Butler, who has been Administrative 
Officer this hospital for the past seven years, has 
been transferred the U.S. Marine Hospital 
Neponsit Beach, Long Island, where will hold 
similar position. 

Mr. Douglas Colson Carville’s new Ad- 
ministrative Officer. Mr. Colson, native Mas- 
sachusetts was recently duty U.S. Marine 
Hospital, New Orleans, and prior that was with 
the Hospital Division the Public Health 
Service Headquarters Washington. 


MISSISSIPPI MEDICS HERE 


Twelve members the Veterans Administration 
Hospital Jackson, spent the day here 
August observe cases and treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. The group visited the clinics, labora- 
tory, made rounds the infirmary and took part 
general discussion with our resident medical 
staff. The Mississippi medics were much interested 
everything they saw. spokesman said, “There 
always the possibility that the Jackson 
hospital may, emergency, called upon 
planned that additional staff members the Jack- 
son Hospital will visit Carville the near future. 


MOC MEETINGS 


Dr. Frederick Johansen, Carville’s C., 
will Cleveland, Ohio, September attend 
two important gatherings: the annual meeting 
the American Hospital Association from 30, 
and the annual meeting Medical Officers 
Charge U.S. Marine Hospitals, September 
October Ist. 


Pass THE STAR your friends. 
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FRIEND EARLY DAYS MOURNED 


hi 


The many kind deeds and worthy accomplish- 
ments Mrs. Dora Rollins Williams, 65, who 
died her home New Orleans August 17, 
are enduring monument her memory the 
hearts the patients this hospital, particularly 
the veterans. 

Mrs. Williams’ first visit this hospital 1921, 
shortly after the Government took over 
from the state Louisiana, was arranged the 
Federal Bureau, predecessor the Veterans Ad- 
ministration. Her primary objective was deter- 
mine what help could given the five veterans 
then hospitalized here. She was not long win- 
ning the trust and confidence the veterans. 
Many visits followed which she boosted the 
morale, not only the vets, but other patients 
and those were the days when was not too pop- 
ular visit Carville. One veteran, still here, said, 
“She was almost the only friend had from the 
outside world those early days.” 

Through Mrs. Williams’ efforts, hometown 
newspapers and magazines were provided for the 
hospital, and she brought the patients their first 
radio. With the help few friends whom she 
interested, Mrs. Williams planned birthday cele- 
brations and parties for the veterans, and shopped 
New Orleans for other patients. She assisted 
bringing about adjustments compensation for 
the service men, who were increasing number 
every month. 

leader American Legion Auxiliary circles, 


was through Mrs. Williams’ influence that many 
legionnaires and Auxiliary members became in- 
terested the problems Carville patients, and 
that interest continues today. the twenties, Mrs. 
Williams made special trips the American Le- 
gion national conventions Philadelphia and 
San Antonio tell the story this hospital. 

the September, 1948, STAR, Mrs. Williams, 
recalling “Pioneer Days Carville,” wrote her 
first meeting with Carville patients, did not 
make speech but humble manner asked 
what could for them that would bring some 
measure happiness. voice from the rear call- 
out, ‘Put touch with the outside 
was huge order.” 

recent years Mrs. Williams’ health, plus per- 
sonal obligations, did not permit her visit this 
hospital often she would have liked. “The 
visits are something miss deeply. assure you the 
loss them has never lessened interest,” 
she said. 

Mrs. Williams’ last visit this hospital was 
the evening July 16, the occasion the formal 
opening our Club Lounge, which was attended 
many social and civic leaders New Orleans. 
She had the satisfaction seeing this hospital 
change from “the unknown and unwanted” 
modern hospital where many genuinely interest- 
friends and visitors come almost daily. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 


throughout the world thousands well workers, religious assert that “The good father never took any precautions 


lay have daily association with the patients, the in- infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- successor, Brother Joseph Dutton. worked 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired daily intimate contact with patients for over without 
contracting the discase. 

* * * 


the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communitics 
have employed the Carville hospital 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single 
impossible for the distinguish between 


the two germs. 


cians, ctc., with but one possible native this 


endemic section) not single the personnel has Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 
go.) 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


and one would expect more develop sheer coin- 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 


record? Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greck (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their cffort find Greek equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the vicw that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 


| 
| 


EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


for the educational 
campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
undesirable terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 

International Leprosy Congress, 

Havana, Cuba, April 1948 
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